USA  :  INTERNSHIPS  or  PROFESSIONAL CAREER TRAINING 

These programs are designed for students and graduates who want to go to the USA to acquire professional work experience. They can start any time of the year and can last up to 18 months. For such stays (even unpaid), you need a special J-1 visa. You cannot obtain the necessary documentation (DS 2019) directly from the USA-consulate yourself;  you can only get this documentation via an international organization, that has been authorized by the US authorities. Therefore VZW International Education ASBL has a cooperation agreement with  COUNCIL EXCHANGES (CIEE), who is authorized by the US State Department to act as your legal sponsor. If you have already been to the USA on a J-1 internship visa, it is extremely difficult at the moment, to participate again on another J-1 internship or PCT-visa. 

The administrative fee you will pay to participate,  includes pre-departure information and orientation, program materials, participant handbook and access to CIEE’s website  http://www.councilexchanges.org  listing various internships. Back up support and emergency assistance from Council’s New York head office throughout your stay in the US is also provided. The fee also includes comprehensive health and accident insurance . Therefore the amount of the fee depends on the duration of your stay.

Cancellation fees are applicable  (between $ 100 and $ 200, depending on time of cancellation).

Deposits are not required. You will only pay when your complete application is sent in to head office.

You must secure a placement with a company yourself before we can process your application.

Visas are not obtainable in the  fields of medicine, au pair or child care, aviation, fast food businesses, teaching, employment on a ship navigating in international waters, or any positions offered by temporary work agencies.
INTERNSHIPS : You must be a full-time student of higher education at the time of application. Internships must be in the field of your studies.  Administrative fee (2004) :

* 1-2 months = $ 460
* 3 months = $ 510
* 4 months = $ 575
* 5 months = $ 630
* 6 months = $ 690
* 7 months  = $ 750

* 8 months = $ 805
* 9 months = $ 865
* 10 months = $ 930

* 11 months = $ 985
* 12 months = $ 1050
* 13 months = $ 1105

* 14 months = $ 1165
* 15 months = $ 1230
* 16 months = $ 1290

* 17 months = $ 1350
* 18 months = $ 1410
* 19 months = $ 1465

PCT (PROFESSIONAL CAREER TRAINING) PROGRAM   : You must be min. 20 and max. 40 years old  and be fluent in English. You must have professional skills developed by ONE of the following : degree of higher education OR  apprenticeship of at least 2 years. Your training must be related to the field and level of study or professional qualifications.            Administrative fee (2004) :

* 1-2 months = $ 505
* 3 months = $ 590
* 4 months = $ 675
* 5 months = $ 760
* 6 months = $ 850
* 7 months  = $ 935

* 8 months = $ 1020
* 9 months = $ 1105
* 10 months = $ 1190

* 11 months = $ 1280
* 12 months = $ 1365
* 13 months = $ 1450

* 14 months = $ 1535
* 15 months = $ 1620
* 16 months = $ 1710

* 17 months = $ 1795
* 18 months = $ 1880
* 19 months = $ 1965

ESTIMATE OF THE COSTS
1. Administrative fee (see above)

2. Return flight & local transport in the USA

3. Housing 

4. Reserve funds (and a credit card) to cover your  expenses for extra food, leisure, telephone...

5. Passport costs (via local town hall)  and consular (visa) costs (Brussels) (see website of American Consulate    http://www.usembassy.be/consul/nonimmi/english.exchvis.htm 

As it may take several weeks to obtain an international passport, make sure that you apply immediately with your local town hall.

If you need further information, please contact  :VZW International Education ASBL, Prof. Karel Geyskens

Dr.-Vandeperrestraat 358     2440  Geel Tel. & fax  014-72 41 55      e-mail : karel.geyskens@pandora.be

